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Introduction 

 

This booklet contains descriptions of subjects offered in 2017 for Years 10, 11 and 12. At Ardrossan 

Area School we are committed to providing an education that promotes successful outcomes for our 

students. Therefore we will work closely with each student to assist them in selecting a learning 

package that meets their learning needs. Every effort will be made to place students in their chosen 

subjects, however due to class sizes, resources and staffing, sometimes this may not be possible. 

Creative learning opportunities exist through Local Delivery, Open Access and Registered Training 

Organisations. These methods can be utilised to provide a rich learning package for students.  

Students are encouraged to discuss choices at home and to seek advice and support from their: 

¶ Home class teacher 

¶ Subject teachers 

¶ School Counsellor: Mrs Leonie Peterson 

¶ Deputy Principal: Mrs Robyn Hering 

  



 

ARDROSSAN AREA SCHOOL 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL SUBJECT INFORMATION 

 

4 | P a g e  
 

 

 
How do students achieve their SACE? 

 

To gain the SACE, students earn ‘credits’ by completing various courses. They must gain a minimum 
of 200 credits and achieve a ‘C’ grade or better in each of the compulsory subjects. 

The compulsory subjects are: 

¶ Personal Learning Plan (10 credits at Stage 1) 

¶ Literacy – at least 20 credits from a range of English subjects or courses (Stage 1) 

¶ Numeracy – at least 10 credits from a range of mathematics subjects or courses (Stage1) 

¶ Research Project – an in-depth major project (10 credits at Stage 2) 

¶ Other Stage 2 subjects totalling at least 60 credits. 

The remaining 90 credits can be gained through additional Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects or SACE Board-
recognised courses of a student’s choice.  
Most students will complete subjects or courses worth more than 70 credits at Stage 2. 
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CHOOSING SUBJECTS 
 

Students and parents need to access various resources to help plan their future directions. These could 

include: 

 

¶ Job Guide 
 

¶ TAFE Information Booklet 
 

¶ SATAC Guides 
 

¶ Student Counsellor 
 

¶ Subject teachers 
 

¶ Other senior school students 
 

¶ Internet resources (see rear page of this handbook) 
 

 

Students need to ask themselves the following questions to assist their decision making: 

 

¶ In which subjects am I experiencing the most success? 
 

¶ Which subjects give me satisfaction and readily motivate me? 
 

¶ Which subjects will help me develop skills and understandings that are important to me? 
 

¶ Which subjects are necessary for me to achieve my goals? 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING (VET) 
 
What is VET and how can I do it? 

VET is education and training that gives students skills for work, particularly in the trades and 

industry. It is the kind of education offered by TAFE colleges and a range of other Registered Training 

Organisations (RTO). 

In the SACE students will be able to study more VET than ever before. They can earn up to 150 of the 

200 credits required to complete the SACE, through recognised Vocational Education and Training 

courses. The remaining 50 credits can be completed through subjects with a VET focus. This means 

the 200 SACE credits required to complete the certificate can be gained through a VET focus, 

provided the Personal Learning Plan, Research Project, and the Stage 1 Literacy and Numeracy 

requirements are also satisfied. 

The new VET procedures will encourage students to plan their VET pathways and work towards 

higher levels of VET.  

 

Australian School Based Apprenticeships 

Australian School-based Apprenticeships allow students to work towards a nationally recognised 

qualification while completing their secondary school studies and must be endorsed by the school. 

The student must enter into an Apprenticeship/Traineeship Training Contract with an employer (and 

a parent/guardian if the student is under the age of 18 years). This contract is a legally binding 

contract for the duration of that contract. The same terms, conditions, rights and obligations apply as 

with all other traineeships or apprenticeships. 

Benefits for students 

If you are still at school and are looking at your career options, it is possible to undertake an 

Australian Apprenticeship whilst at School, be paid while working, and have it count towards your 

SACE. 

Benefits include: 
¶ an education and a job  
¶ a step ahead of the competition for jobs   
¶ gaining the latest knowledge and skills   
¶ getting paid while you learn   
¶ nationally recognised qualifications   

¶ hands-on experience in a real job   
¶ a great way to move from school to work   
¶ a sense of achievement   
¶ a great start to your career.  
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COMMUNITY LEARNING 

 

Students are able to earn SACE credits for learning undertaken in the community. Information on 
community-based courses can be found at; 
 
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/subjects/recognised-learning/community-learning/community-learning 

These details are updated as new course information becomes available. 

Students can also count recognition for learning gained through informal community activities such 
as coaching a sporting team, being the primary carer of a family member, or leading an 
environmental project in the community. Students will need to provide evidence of their learning for 
assessment so that the SACE Board can recognise these other kinds of community learning. 

 

 
 

TAFE ENTRY REQUIRMENTS in 2017 
 

TAFE SA courses offered through SATAC have Course Admission Requirements (CAR) which all 
applicants must meet in order to be eligible for selection. CAR differs according to the level and type 
of course. Courses may be considered competitive if there are limited places available or non 
competitive if all interested and qualified students will be accepted. There is no CAR for non 
competitive Certificate I, II and III. 
Certificate IV and above have a range of entry requirements in some cases more than one may be 
compulsory. These will vary by course and will be either: 
 

¶ Satisfactory completion of SACE Stage 2 (or equivalent); 

¶ Any Certificate III 

¶ Satisfactory achievement in the TAFE SA assessment of Basic Skills (TABS); 

¶ Specific pre requisite subjects or related study. 

Where there are more eligible applicants for TAFES SA courses than there are places available, 
applicants are ranked in merit order for selection. The TAFE SA Selection Score is used for this 
purpose. To achieve a TAFE Selection Score students must: 

¶ Complete 60 Credits of Stage 2.  

¶ At least 40 credits must be from Tertiary Admissions Subjects (TAS) and a maximum of 20 

credits from other Recognised Subjects 

For more detailed information about selection processes refer to www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-

enrol/award-courses-apply 

 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/subjects/recognised-learning/community-learning/community-learning
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University Entry in 2017 
 

Students who wish to apply for University entry in 2017 must: 

¶ Complete the SACE. 

¶ Complete 90 credits at Stage 2 with at least three, 20-credit Stage 2 subjects from the 

Tertiary Admissions Subjects (TAS) and a maximum of 20 credits from other Recognised 

Subjects. 

¶ Complete any pre-requisite requirements for their chosen university course. 

¶ Comply with rules regarding subject combinations. 

¶ Obtain an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

 

Tertiary Admission Subjects 

A Tertiary Admission Subject (TAS) is a SACE Stage 2 subject which is recognised by the universities as 
providing appropriate preparation for tertiary studies. While most subjects in the SACE are 
recognised as TAS, there are some that won’t be recognised by the universities for the purposes of 
calculating an ATAR. 
 
All Stage two subjects, as outlined in this booklet, are TAS subjects except for Community Studies, and 
Research Project A. 
 

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

The ATAR is needed to apply for university courses and it is: 

¶ A measure of the student’s academic achievement compared to other students. 

¶ Used by universities to select students who have completed the SACE. 

¶ Given to students on a range from 0 to 99.95.  

 

Full details of university and TAFE entry requirements for 2017 onwards are included in the Tertiary 

Entrance Booklet from the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre SATAC. Go to the SATAC website for 

more information www.satac.edu.au 

 

  

http://www.satac.edu.au/
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Bonus Points 
 

SATAC operate a scheme designed to provide students from educationally disadvantaged schools or backgrounds 

with assistance in gaining access to undergraduate courses/programs.  

 

For applicants who are eligible for Year 12 bonus points, SATAC will add the points to the university aggregate. The 

Year 12 selection rank for the university or course listed will then be the ATAR which corresponds to the revised 

aggregate. 

For further information on bonus points specific to each university, please visit the websites on the back page. 

Students Online 
 

Students Online is a one-stop-shop for information about an individual student’s SACE. It can help students: 

• Plan their SACE and look at different subject, or subject and course, combinations. 

• Check their progress towards completing their SACE. 

• Access their results. 

Students can log in to Students Online using their SACE registration number and pin at: 

www.sace.sa.edu.au/students-online 

 

Further information 

Visit the SACE Board website at www.sace.sa.edu.au for more information about the SACE. 

To download the Powerpoint presentation about the SACE, go the website listed below. A link to the PowerPoint 

presentation is on the right-hand side of the page. 

 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/the-sace/students-families/the-new-sace 

 

 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/the-sace/students-families/the-new-sace
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Year 10 Overview 

 

Each student will study the following subjects in Year 10: 

¶ English 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Personal Learning Plan-Stage 1  

¶ Science 

¶ History & Geography 

 

Year 10’s will be required to complete one week of Work Experience in Term 3 of 2017 as part of their Personal 

Learning Plan. 

 

Students will have a choice to undertake four of the following: 

¶ Art 

¶ Home Economics 

¶ Performing Arts  

¶ ICT  

¶ Team Building skills 
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YEAR 10 - PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN (Stage 1) 

 

One semester (10 credits) 

 

Content 

The PLP is a compulsory subject for students to achieve their SACE. Students who achieve a C grade or better will 

obtain 10 credits. The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is designed to help students make informed decisions about their 

personal development, education and training. Students work with teachers, parents and experts to plan their own 

SACE program, tailored to their learning needs and chosen career pathways. The PLP helps students learn strategies 

to successfully complete their SACE and to prepare for their future. 

 

The broad aims of the PLP are to: 

¶ Develop student’s knowledge about  future options 

¶ Help students choose appropriate subjects and courses for the SACE  

¶ Develop student’s skills in identifying and setting goals and making plans for improvement 

¶ Help students develop skills to monitor and reflect on their progress and to adjust plans accordingly 

¶ Review student’s strengths and weaknesses for development of literacy, numeracy and ICT skills. 
 

Topics covered include:  

¶ NAPLAN data analysis-strengths and weaknesses in literacy and numeracy 

¶ Life in the workplace/Work Experience 

¶ Exploration of Career Pathways and Course Counselling 

¶ Involvement with a  Local Voluntary Organisation 

¶ Panel Presentation to Community members (a reflection of  student’s learning) 
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YEAR 10 ENGLISH 

 

Compulsory Subject 

Duration : 2 Semesters 

Content/Learning Outcomes 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of language, literature and literacy. The teaching 
and learning program balances and integrates all three strands and together, the strands focus on developing 
students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating.  

In Year 10, students interact with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and community members in a range of 
environments. They experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts, including the local community, 
vocational situations and global settings. 

Students engage with a variety of texts. They interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and perform a wide range of literary 
texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These include 
various types of media texts, including newspapers, film and digital texts, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic 
performances and multimodal texts, with themes and issues involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning 
and intertextual references.  

 

Students will apply their skills and knowledge to the production of the Ardrossan Area School Magazine. 

 

Australian Curriculum Assessment 

Assessment is via a range of written and oral exercises including 

¶ Comparative analysis 

¶ Literately analysis 

¶ Oral presentations 

¶ Writing for publication 
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YEAR 10 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 

Duration: 2 Semesters 

 

Health and Physical Education  

 

Content/Learning Outcomes 

 

Health and Physical Education A makes a contribution to the education of students through physical activity and the 

promotion of a healthy, active lifestyle. Students develop an appreciation and understanding of their bodies, and 

acquire physical and other important competencies through physical experiences. The types of activities students 

may be involved in are: athletics, archery, badminton, golf, touch, basketball and a variety of personal development 

programmes including Mental Health, Alcohol and Drugs, Human Development and Relationships. This course is 

developed around the year 10 Achievement Standard using the Australian Curriculum. 

  

 Assessment 

Health and Physical Education is assessed using the Australian Curriculum and covers four main areas: 

¶ Physical Activity and Participation 

¶ Personal and Social Development 

¶ Health of Individuals and Communities 

¶ Shine Program 
 

Health and Physical Education is assessed via practical and theoretical methods. Assessment pieces may include 

Practical Checklists, Skills Checklists, Fitness Development, Coaching and Umpiring, Written Assignments, Issues 

Analyses, Tests and Research Assignments. 
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YEAR 10 HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

At Ardrossan Area School, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area for year 10 comprises of History and 

Geography.          

  

History: The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to 

the present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century became a critical period in 

Australia’s social, cultural, economic and political development. The transformation of the modern world during a 

time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation provides a necessary context for 

understanding Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region, and its global standing. 

Economics and Business is undertaken at the beginning of the History topic, it focusses on ways to manage economic 

growth in a sustainable fashion. Students focus on how externalities can alter economies and the types of 

organisations that focus on economic growth and sustainable living standards for all. They consider and analyse the 

consequences of large business decisions, and the changing economic conditions in today’s society, including those 

in the workforce. 

The content provides opportunities to develop historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, 

continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. Students have a 

strong focus on World War 2 and the Rights and Freedoms of Aboriginal people in the 20th Century.  

Geography: There are two units of study in the Year 10 curriculum for Geography: Environmental change and 

management and Geographies of human wellbeing.  

Environmental change and management focuses on investigating environmental geography through an in-depth 

study of a specific environment. The unit begins with an overview of the environmental functions that support all 

life, the major challenges to their sustainability, and the environmental worldviews - including those of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Peoples - that influence how people perceive and respond to these challenges. Students 

investigate a specific type of environment and environmental change in Australia and one other country. They apply 

human-environment systems thinking to understand the causes and consequences of the change and geographical 

concepts and methods to evaluate and select strategies to manage the change.  

Civics and Citizenship is a small unit at the beginning of Geographies of Human Wellbeing, it focuses on developing 

the students understanding of Australia’s government system, through comparing this system to one in the Asian 

region. Geographies of human wellbeing focuses on investigating global, national and local differences in human 

wellbeing between places. This unit examines the different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, and the 

causes of global differences in these measures between countries. Students explore spatial differences in wellbeing 

within and between countries, and evaluate the differences from a variety of perspectives. They explore programs 

designed to reduce the gap between differences in wellbeing.  

The year 10 Achievement Standards for History and Geography from the Australian Curriculum will be used to assess 

student work.   
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YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS 

 

Compulsory Subject 

 

 

Duration: 2 Semesters 

 

Content/Learning Outcomes 

 

Mathematics is a subject that uses an expanding and changing set of techniques designed to allow us to function 

effectively in the world today and in an increasingly technological world. Students study a variety of mathematical 

concepts that are designed to prepare them for future mathematical choices in stage 1.  

The core topics in this subject include the Algebra of linear and quadratic functions, Statistics and Probability, 

Trigonometry, Measurement and Geometry.  

The students are assessed using the year 10 Australian curriculum.      

 

Assessment 

 

Each semester, the students will be assessed in the following manner; 

 

¶ 4 skills assessment tasks 
 

¶ 2 directed investigations 
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YEAR 10 SCIENCE 

Compulsory Subject 

 

Duration: 2 Semesters 

 

Content/Learning Outcomes 

This course will continue the development of problem solving skills and critical thinking. Students will be expected to 

collect, manipulate and interpret data, design and conduct experiments and to interpret and use diagrams, charts 

and graphs. Topics include Chemical Reactions, Atoms and Molecules, Force and Motion, Genetics, The Human Body, 

Minerals and Mining and Energy. 

 

Assessment 

Science assessment focuses on the students successfully demonstrating a range of skills that relate to the Australian 

Curriculum. 

The course consists of four main areas; 

¶ Earth and Space 

¶ Energy systems 

¶ Life systems 

¶ Matter 
 

Students are assessed against the year 10 Australian Curriculum Standards via a number of activities which include; 

Theory work –tests, assignments, essays and application tasks 

Practical work –practical reports 

Social relevance - project and research work 
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YEAR 10 PERSONAL INTEREST SUBJECTS 

Year 10 Personal Interest Subjects  

Students will explore a variety of personal interests through a number of choices in specific subject 

areas. These choices are designed for students to explore options for further study in Stages 1 and 2 of 

SACE.  

All subjects are aligned with the Australian Curriculum and are assessed against the Achievement 

Standards for each subject area.  

The choices include The Arts, Social Science, Home Economics and Digital technologies.  

 

 

THE ARTS 

In the Australian Curriculum, the Arts is a learning area that draws together related but distinct art forms. While 

these art forms have close relationships and are often used in interrelated ways, each involves different approaches 

to arts practices and critical and creative thinking that reflect distinct bodies of knowledge, understanding and skills. 

The curriculum examines past, current and emerging arts practices in each art form across a range of cultures and 

places 

At Ardrossan Area School we offer 3 art forms that students in year 10 can select. These are: 

¶ Drama 

¶ Music  

¶ Visual art 
 

DRAMA 

In Drama, students explore and depict real and fictional worlds through use of body language, gesture and space to 

make meaning as performers and audience. They create, rehearse, perform and respond to drama. 
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YEAR 10 PERSONAL INTEREST SUBJECTS 

 

MUSIC 

In Music, students listen to, compose and perform music from a diverse range of styles, traditions and contexts. They 

create, shape and share sounds in time and space and critically analyse music. Music practice is aurally based and 

focuses on acquiring and using knowledge, understanding and skills about music and musicians. 

 

VISUAL ART 

In Visual Arts, students experience and explore the concepts of artists, artworks, world and audience. Students learn 

in, through and about visual arts practices, including the fields of art, craft and design. Students develop practical 

skills and critical thinking which inform their work as artists and audience. 

 

The year 10 Achievement Standard from the Australian Curriculum will be used to assess student work in these art 

forms. 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES ICT  

Technologies enrich and impact on the lives of people and societies globally. Australia needs enterprising individuals 
who can make discerning decisions about the development and use of technologies and who can independently and 
collaboratively develop solutions to complex challenges and contribute to sustainable patterns of living. 
Technologies can play an important role in transforming, restoring and sustaining societies and natural, managed, 
and constructed environments. 

The Australian Curriculum: Technologies describes two distinct but related subjects: 

¶ Design and Technologies, in which students use design thinking and technologies to generate and produce designed 
solutions for authentic needs and opportunities 

¶ Digital Technologies, in which students use computational thinking and information systems to define, design and 
implement digital solutions 

The year 10 Achievement Standard from the Australian Curriculum will be used to assess student work in 

Technologies 
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YEAR 10 PERSONAL INTEREST SUBJECTS 

HOME ECONOMICS  

Content/Learning Outcome 

This subject focuses on developing skills in food preparation and presentation for a variety of situations 

The Home Economics Learning Area is taught and assessed using the year 10 Achievement Standard of the 

Australian Curriculum in the areas of Health and Physical Education and Design and Technologies. 

The three strands are: 

¶ Critiquing 

¶ Designing 

¶ Making 
Assessment 

The outcomes are assessed via a number of activities which include: 

Theory –Researching, planning, preparing and evaluating  

¶ Menus 

¶ Foods for specific health reasons ex Healthy eating 

¶ Foods for specific occasions ex children’s party 

 

Practical – Group and Individual Tasks 

¶ Food preparation 

¶ Individual recipes 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCES- TEAM BUILDING 

Content Learning outcome 

Through a number of activities the students develop necessary skills to work successfully in team 

environments to achieve successful outcomes. They learn to negotiate, plan, execute, evaluate and 

practice social and team skills that develop their ability to communicate and work collaboratively with 

other students in a variety of scenarios. 

Assessment 

The outcomes are assessed via a number of activities which include, 

Theory – Planning and Evaluation Reports Practical – Group tasks and skills and application tasks  
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Curriculum for Stage 1 and 2  
 

This section describes the curriculum for Years 11 and 12 students at Ardrossan Area School.  

The information gathered from students and parents will influence the subject offerings. However the staff we 

have available and local delivery options will also have an impact on what subjects are available.  

 

The final subjects that are delivered by Ardrossan Area School staff will not be known until all students have 

been interviewed. 

 

Information about subjects offered through the Open Access College is available at www.openaccess.edu.au  

Students may wish to consider these in conjunction with the subjects offered at Ardrossan. We recommend 

that students study only the equivalent of one full year Open Access subject at Year 11 and 12.  

Please note that the school pays the fees for each subject and therefore student commitment is critical once 

these courses are undertaken. 

 

Students have the option of studying part time or combining VET courses with those offered at school. These 

arrangements are negotiated on an individual basis. There is often a fee attached to VET courses delivered by 

Registered Training Organisations (RTO’s) and these must be carefully considered before making a 

commitment.  

 

 

Counselling Process 

All students and parents will be assisted in selecting appropriate courses. 
 

¶ Students will be interviewed with their parents to determine their initial selections and to have the SACE 
explained to them. Information about tertiary entrance will also be given during the interviews. 

¶ After the initial interviews some re-counselling may be needed.  
 

 

 

http://www.openaccess.edu.au/
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STAGE 1 BIOLOGY 

 

Learning Area Sciences Credits 10 or 20  

 

OVERVIEW 

 

In Biology students learn about the cellular and overall structures and functions of a range of organisms.  
They have the opportunity to engage with the work of biologists and to join and initiate debates about how 
biology impacts on their lives, on society, and on the environment. 
 
Students design and conduct biological investigations and gather evidence from their investigations.  As they 
explore a range of biology-related issues, students recognise that the body of biological knowledge is 
constantly changing and increasing through the applications of new ideas and technologies. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are communication and learning. 
 
 

CONTENT 

 

Examples of areas of study include. 

¶ Cellular Biology 

¶ Physiology 

¶ Ecology 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through the 

following assessment types:  

¶ Investigations Folio  

¶ Skills and Applications Tasks 
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STAGE 1 CHILD STUDIES 

 

Learning Area Home Economics   

 

Credits 10 0r 20  

 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

Students explore the period of childhood from conception to eight years, and issues related to the 
growth, health and well-being of children. 
They examine the diverse range of values and beliefs about childhood and the care of children, the 
nature of contemporary families and the changing roles of children in a contemporary consumer 
society.  
 

  
 

 

CONTENT 

 

Students study topics within one or more of the following three areas of study: 
 

¶ The Nature of Childhood and the Socialisation and Development of Children 

¶ Children in Wider Society 

¶ Children, Rights, and Safety 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

¶ Practical Activity  

¶ Group Activity  

¶ Investigation  
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STAGE 1 COMMUNITY STUDIES 
 
Learning Area Cross-disciplinary Credits 10 or 20 

 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

Community Studies offers students the opportunity to learn in a community context and to interact with teachers, 
peers, and community members beyond the school environment. 
Students decide the focus of their community activity, which begins from a point of personal interest, skill, or 
knowledge.  By setting challenging and achievable goals in a community activity, students enhance their skills and 
understandings in a guided and supported learning program.  They develop their capability to work independently and 
to apply their skills and knowledge in practical ways in their community.  
 

 

CONTENT 
 

Students prepare a contract of work to develop a community activity from the following ten areas 
of study: 

¶ Arts and the Community 

¶ Business and the Community 

¶ Communication and the Community 

¶ Design, Construction, and the Community 
¶ Environment and the Community 

¶ Foods and the Community 

¶ Health, Recreation, and the Community 

¶ Science and the Community 

¶ Technology and the Community 
¶ Work and the Community. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

¶ Contract of Work 

¶ Folio 

¶ Community Activity 

¶ Reflection 
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STAGE 1 ENGLISH 

 

Learning Area English Credits 2 x 10 credits  

 

Overview  

English is a 10-credit subject at Stage 1. In this subject students analyse the interrelationship of author, text, 

and audience with an emphasis on how language and stylistic features shape ideas and perspectives in a 

range of contexts. They consider social, cultural, economic, historical, and/or political perspectives in texts 

and their representation of human experience and the world. 

Students explore how the purpose of a text is achieved through application of text conventions and stylistic choices to 
position the audience to respond to ideas and perspectives. An understanding of purpose, audience, and context is 
applied in students’ own creation of imaginative, interpretive, analytical, and persuasive texts that may be written, 
oral, and/or multimodal. 

Students have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and those of other people by responding to aesthetic 
and cultural aspects of texts from the contemporary world, from the past, and from Australian and other cultures. 

 

Stage 1 English allows students to achieve the compulsory literacy requirement in the SACE. Students who achieve a C 
grade or better in 20 credits of this subject meet the SACE literacy requirement.  

 

Content: 

Responding to Texts 

Students explore the human experience and the world through reading and examining a range of texts, including 
Australian texts. Students come to understand connections between purpose, audience, and context, and how these 
are achieved through language and stylistic choices. Students demonstrate their understanding of these links by 
producing a range of text types, for example, an analytical essay, article, blog, website, documentary, or an oral 
reflection on the language and stylistic features chosen to create a text. 

Creating Texts 

Students create imaginative, interpretive, and/or persuasive texts for different purposes, audiences, and contexts, in 
written, oral, and/or multimodal forms. The text type and mode chosen for creating a text should be appropriate for 
the intended purpose, context, and audience, either real or implied. 

Intertextual Study 

Students reflect on their understanding of intertextuality by: 

 

Analysing the relationships between texts, or 

Demonstrating how their knowledge of other texts has influenced the creation of their own texts. 
 

Assessment can be both school based and externally assessed. 70% school based and 30% external.  
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STAGE 1 ESSENTIAL ENGLISH 

 

 

Overview 

Essential English is a 10-credit subject at Stage 1. In this subject students respond to and create texts in and for a range of 
personal, social, cultural, community, and/or workplace contexts.  

Students understand and interpret information, ideas, and perspectives in texts and consider ways in which language choices 
are used to create meaning. 

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students are expected to develop and 
demonstrate through learning in Stage 1 Essential English. 

In this subject, students are expected to: 

1. Develop communication skills through reading, viewing, writing, listening, and speaking 

2. Comprehend information, ideas, and perspectives in texts selected from social, cultural, community, workplace, and/or 
imagined contexts 

3. Identify and analyse how the structure and language of texts vary for different purposes, audiences, and contexts 

4. Express information, ideas, and perspectives, using a range of textual conventions 

5. Create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts appropriate for purpose and audience in real and/or imagined contexts. 

 

Stage 1 Essential English caters for students with a range of learning styles and articulates with Stage 2 Essential English course 
requirements. 

 

 

Content: 

Responding to Texts 

Students consider a variety of ways in which texts communicate information, ideas, and perspectives. They explore the 
relationship between structures and features and the purpose, audience, and context of texts.  

The reading of a wide range of texts enables students to comprehend and interpret information, ideas, and perspectives in texts. 
They locate and extract information and ideas by, for example, skim-reading to support comprehension of key information. They 
also develop strategies for collecting and processing information by, for example, the use of graphic organisers.  

Creating Texts 

By examining the links between language and the context in which texts are produced, students are supported to create their 
own texts. 

Students develop their skills in using appropriate vocabulary, accurate spelling, punctuation, and grammar to enable effective 
communication. They create a range of texts, using appropriate language features, content, and mediums for different 
purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

 

Assessment 

4 tasks worth 25% each 
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STAGE 1 FOOD & HOSPITALITY 

 

Learning Area Health & Physical Education Credits 10 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Students examine the factors that influence people’s food choices and the health implications of 
these choices. They understand the diverse purposes of the hospitality industry in meeting the 
needs of local people and visitors. 
 

The focus capabilities for this subject are communication, learning, or work.  
 

 

CONTENT 

 
Students study topics within one or more of the following three areas of study: 

¶ Food, the Individual and the Family 

¶ Local and Global Issues in Food and Hospitality 

¶ Trends in Food and Culture 

¶ Food and Safety 

¶ Food and Hospitality Careers 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

¶ Practical Activity  

¶ Group Activity  

¶ Investigation  
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STAGE 1 MATHEMATICAL OPTIONS   

 

 

The diagram below represents the possible mathematical options that students might study 
at Stage 1 and Stage 2. 
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STAGE 1 ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 

 

Learning Area Mathematics Credits 10 or 20  

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Essential Mathematics offers senior secondary students the opportunity to extend their mathematical skills 

in ways that apply to practical problem solving in everyday and workplace contexts. Students apply their 

mathematics to diverse settings, including everyday calculations, financial management, business 

applications, measurement and geometry, and statistics in social contexts. 

In Essential Mathematics, there is an emphasis on developing students’ computational skills and expanding 

their ability to apply their mathematical skills in flexible and resourceful ways. 

This subject is intended for students planning to pursue a career in a range of trades or vocations and may 

be continued to be studied at Stage 2. 

Students who achieve a ‘C’ or better in 10 or 20 credits of this subject meet the numeracy requirements of 

the SACE. 

 

CONTENT 

Topic 1: Calculations, Time and Ratio  Topic 5: Measurement 

Topic 2: Earning and Spending   Topic 6: Investigating 

Topic 3: Geometry    Topic 7: Open Topic 

Topic 4: Data in Context 

 
The topics selected can be sequenced and structured to suit individual cohorts of students. 

Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks   Assessment Type 2: Folio 
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STAGE 1 GENERAL MATHEMATICS 

 

Learning Area Mathematics Credits 10 or 20  

 

OVERVIEW 

 

General Mathematics extends students’ mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical problem solving. 

A problem-based approach is integral to the development of mathematical models and the associated key 

ideas in the topics. These topics cover a diverse range of applications of mathematics, including personal 

financial management, measurement and trigonometry, the statistical investigation process, modelling 

using linear and non-linear functions, and discrete modelling using networks and matrices. 

This subject leads to General Mathematics at Stage 2 and successful completion of this subject at Stage 2 

prepares students for entry to tertiary courses requiring a non-specialised background in mathematics. 

Students who achieve a ‘C’ or better in 10 or 20 credits of this subject meet the numeracy requirements of 

the SACE 

 

CONTENT 

Topics selected can be sequenced and structured to suit individual cohorts of students. 

Topic 1: Investing and Borrowing  
Topic 2: Measurement 
Topic 3: Statistical Investigation  
Topic 4: Applications of Trigonometry 

Topic 5: Linear and Exponential Functions and 
  their Graphs 
Topic 6: Matrices and Networks 
Topic 7: Open Topic 

 

ASSESSMENT 

¶ Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks 

¶ Assessment Type 2: Mathematical investigation 
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STAGE 1 MATHEMATICS 

 

Learning Area Mathematics Credits 10 or 20  

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Mathematics develops an increasingly complex and sophisticated understanding of calculus, statistics, 

mathematical arguments and proofs, and using mathematical models. By using functions, their derivatives 

and integrals, and by mathematically modelling physical processes, students develop a deep understanding 

of the physical world through a sound knowledge of relationships involving rates of change. Students use 

statistics to describe and analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation. 

Stage 1 Mathematics provides the foundation for further study in mathematics in Stage 2 which can then 

lead to tertiary studies of economics, computer sciences, the sciences, mathematical sciences, engineering. 

It also prepares students for courses and careers involving statistics such as health or social sciences. 

Students who achieve a ‘C’ or better in 10 or 20 credits of this subject meet the numeracy requirements of 

the SACE 

ASSESSMENT 

¶ Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks 

¶ Assessment Type 2: Mathematical Investigation 
 

CONTENT 

Topics selected can be sequenced and structured to suit individual cohorts of students. As a guide, Topics 1 to 6 
prepare students for Stage 2 Mathematical Methods and topics 7 to 12 prepare students for Stage 2 Specialist 
Mathematics. 
 

Topic 1: Functions and graphs  
Topic 2: Polynomials  
Topic 3: Trigonometry  
Topic 4: Counting and Statistics  
Topic 5: Growth and Decay  
Topic 6: Introduction to Differential 
  Calculus 

Topic 7: Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences 
  and Series 
Topic 8: Geometry  
Topic 9: Vectors in the Plane  
Topic 10: Further Trigonometry  
Topic 11: Matrices  
Topic 12: Real and Complex Numbers 
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STAGE 1 MUSIC EXPERIENCE 

 

Learning Area Music Credits 10 or 20  

 

OVERVIEW 

Students develop their practical and creative potential, spoken and written skills, and capacity to make 

informed interpretative and aesthetic judgments. 

By engaging in musical activities such as performing, composing, arranging, researching, and developing and 

applying music technologies, students appreciate the value of working collaboratively and present musical 

works. 

This program is designed for students with a substantial background in music and provides a pathway to a 

range of stage 2 music subjects. 

 

 

CONTENT  

Students engage in some of the following activities, which should be selected according to the needs and 

interests of students, and the nature of the school program.  

¶ Composing, Arranging, Transcribing, Improvising 

¶ Performing 

¶ Music Technology 

¶ Musical Styles 

¶ Developing Theory and Aural Skills 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

¶ Assessment Type 1: Skills Presentation 

¶ Assessment Type 2: Skills Development 

¶ Assessment Type 3: Folio 
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STAGE 1 PHOTOGRAPHY 
Delivered by Maitland Area School  

 
Learning Area 

 
Communication Products 

 
Credits 

 
10 or 20 
 

 

OVERVIEW 

 
Students develop the ability to identify, create, initiate and develop communication products, processes, or 
systems. Students learn to use digital cameras and digital manipulation software safely and competently to 
complete a product. They explore technologies in both contemporary and historical settings and analyse the 
impacts of technology, including social environmental and sustainable consequences. Students use symbols, 
signs, behaviour, speech, images, sound or other data to design and make products that communicate 
information. Students demonstrate knowledge and skills associated with using manipulation of 
communication media, both manual and digital. 
 

 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through the 
following assessment types:  

¶ Skills and Applications Tasks 

¶ Folio 

¶ Product 

¶ Folio 
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STAGE 1 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Learning Area Health & Physical Education Credits 10  
 

 

OVERVIEW 

 
In Physical Education students gain an understanding of human functioning and physical activity, and an 
awareness of the community structures and practices that influence participation in physical activity.  
Students explore their own physical capacities and analyse performance, health, and lifestyle issues.  They 
develop skills in communication, investigation, and the ability to apply knowledge to practical situations. 

 

CONTENT 
 
Stage 1 Physical Education consists of two key areas of study and related key concepts: 
Practical Skills and Applications 

For a 10-credit subject, students complete two or three practicals. 
 

Principles and Issues (consists of the following two areas of study) 

¶ The Nature of Physical Activity 

¶ Issues Analysis 

Topics include: 

¶ Exercise Physiology and Physical Activity 

¶ The Acquisition of Skills and the Biomechanics of Movement 

¶ Issues Analysis 
 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through the 
following assessment types:  

¶ Practical  

¶ Folio 
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STAGE 1 RESEARCH PRACTICES  

 

Learning Area Cross-disciplinary studies Credits 10  

 

This subject will be undertaken in Semester Two in Year 11 and is compulsory for 

all students. 

 

OVERVIEW 

Research Practices requires students to explore a range of research approaches and skills in preparation for 
the Research Project at Stage 2. Students will learn that different approaches to research are appropriate to 
different contexts and purposes. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are literacy, numeracy, information and communication technology 
capability, critical and creative thinking, personal and social capability, ethical understanding and 
intercultural understanding. 

 
 

CONTENT 

Teachers and students select, for focused study, topics from the following areas: 

¶ at least one topic from Exploring Research Approaches 

¶ at least one topic from Exploring Research Skills 
 

The topics may be integrated, undertaken in parallel, or undertaken consecutively. They can be taught 

through the development of for example: 

¶ an investigation 

¶ a performance 

¶ a product 

¶ an inquiry 

¶ a research project 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

¶ Folio 

¶ Source Analysis 
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STAGE 1 SAASTA  

Delivered by Maitland Area School 

 

Learning Area 

 

Cross-disciplinary studies 

 

Credits 

 

10 or 20 

 

The South Australian Aboriginal Sports Training Academy (SAASTA) is a school based education programme designed 
to support young Aboriginal students achieve their SACE. 
 
SAASTA offers curriculum to schools across the state with a sport and health focus and aims to improve: 
• Education, including literacy and numeracy 
• Health and fitness 
• Self esteem 
• Life skills 
• Cultural identity 
• Employment opportunities 
 
A key component of the programme is to offer rich learning experiences that are integrated into the curriculum. The 
following is an indication of the activities that are centrally coordinated by the SAASTA team for school and student 
participation: 
• Aboriginal Power Cup (1st Semester) 
• SAASTA Shield (2nd Semester) 
• State and National Indigenous Carnivals 
• Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
(50 credits Stage 2) 
• Senior First Aid Certificate 
 
Year 10 and 11 students will study Stage 1 Integrated Learning - Aboriginal Power Cup in Semester 1 and Stage 1 
Integrated Learning SAASTA Shield in Semester 2. 
Year 12 students will study Stage 2 Integrated Learning-Leadership, for 2 semesters. At Years 11 and 12 students do 
a Certificate III in Sport and Recreation. 
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STAGE 1 SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

 

 

Learning Area 

 

Cross-disciplinary studies 

 

Credits 

 

10 or 20 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

In Society and Culture, students explore and analyse the interactions of people, societies, cultures and 
environment. Using an interdisciplinary approach, they analyse the structures and systems of contemporary 
societies and cultures. Students learn about the ways in which societies constantly change and are affected 
by social, political, historical, environmental, economic and cultural factors. They investigate the ways in 
which people function in groups and communicate within and across cultural groups. They develop the skills 
and experience to understand how individual and group involvement can influence change, and to consider 
the consequences of a range of possible social actions. Through their study of Society and Culture, students 
develop the ability to influence own future by acquiring skills, values and understanding that enable them to 
participate effectively in contemporary society.  

 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 1: 
 

¶ Assessment Type 1:Folio 

¶ Assessment Type 2: Source Analysis 

¶ Assessment Type 3: Investigation 
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STAGE 1  VISUAL ARTS - ART 

 

Learning Area Arts Credits 10 or 20  

 

OVERVIEW 

Stage 1 Visual Arts can be studied as a 10-credit subject or a 20-credit subject. Students can enrol in Visual 

Arts – Arts and /or Visual Arts – Design. 

In Visual Arts students express ideas through practical work using drawings, sketches, diagrams, models, 

prototypes, photographs and/or audio visual techniques leading to resolved pieces. Students have 

opportunities to research, understand and reflect upon visual art works in their cultural and historical 

contexts. 

The broad area of Art includes both artistic and crafting methods and outcomes, including the development 

of ideas, research, analysis and experimentation with media and techniques, resolution and production. 

The focus capabilities for this subject are communication and personal development. 

 

CONTENT 

For both 10-credit and 20-credit programs the following three areas of study are covered: 

¶ Visual Thinking 

¶ Practical Resolution 

¶ Visual Arts in Context. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment at Stage 1 is school based. Students demonstrate evidence of their learning through the 

following assessment types. 

¶ Folio 

¶ Practical 

¶ Visual Study 
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STAGE 1 AND STAGE 2 OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

 

Learning Area Health & Physical Education Credits 10 or 20 

 

Students gain an understanding of ecology, environmental sustainability, cultural perspectives, and physical and 

emotional health through participating in outdoor activities. They learn to develop and apply risk and safety 

management skills and responsibility for themselves and other members of a group. Students reflect on 

environmental practices related to outdoor activities. 

Stage 1  

Credits: 10 or 20 

Stage 2  

Credits: 20 

Stage 1 Stage 2 
Topics 
Environment and Conservation 
Planning and Management 
Outdoor Activities 
Outdoor Journey 
 

Topics 

Environmental Studies 
Planning and Management Practices 
Outdoor Journeys 
Sustainable Environmental Practices 
Leadership and Planning 
Self-reliant Expedition. 
 

Assessment 
Assessment Type 1: Practical 
Assessment Type 2: Folio 
Assessment Type 3: Report 
 

Assessment  

10-credit Subject 

School Assessment (70%) 

Assessment Type 1: Folio (20%) 
Assessment Type 2: Group Practical (50%) 

External Assessment (30%) 

Assessment Type 4: Investigation (30%) 

20-credit Subject 

School Assessment (70%) 

Assessment Type 1: Folio (20%) 
Assessment Type 2: Group Practical (30%) 
Assessment Type 3: Self-reliant Practical 
(20%) 

External Assessment (30%) 

Assessment Type 4: Investigation (30%). 
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STAGE 1 AND 2  WORKPLACE PRACTICES 

 

Learning Area Business, Enterprise and Technology 

 

Credits 10 or 20  

OVERVIEW 

In Workplace Practices students develop knowledge, skills, and understanding of the nature, type and 

structure of the workplace. They learn about the changing nature of work, industrial relations, legislation, 

safe and sustainable workplace practices, and local, national, and global issues in an industry and workplace 

context. Students can undertake learning in the workplace and develop and reflect on their capabilities, 

interests, and aspirations. The subject may include the undertaking of vocational education and training 

(VET) as provided under the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). 

The focus capabilities for this subject are personal development, work, and learning.  

CONTENT 

¶ Stage 1 Workplace Practices comprises three focus areas of study:  

¶ Industry and Work Knowledge  

¶ Vocational Learning  

¶ Vocational Education and Training (VET)  
 

For both a 10-credit and 20-credit subject at Stage 1 or  20 credits at Stage 2 students must include the 

following areas of study:  

Industry and Work Knowledge, and Vocational Learning and/or Vocational Education and Training (VET)  

In stage 1 

10-credit subject, students undertake two topics 

In stage 2 

20-credit subject, students undertake four topics 

ASSESSMENT 

¶ Folio 

¶ Performance 

¶ Investigation  

¶ Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ARDROSSAN AREA SCHOOL 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL SUBJECT INFORMATION 

 

40 | P a g e  
 

STAGE 1 SUBJECT SELECTION FOR 2017 

All Year 10 students must bring this form to their Counselling Session  

Student’s Name  HG Teacher  

 

Interview Date & Time  Course Counsellor  

 

2017 Subject Selection 

An additional 70 credits need to be chosen 

English (10 Credits)  English (10 C redits)  

Maths (10 Credits)  Maths (10 Credits)  

 Research Practices  (10 Credits)  

  

  

  

*Please note that it may be necessary to re counsel a student where: 

 A student's level of achievement in a subject falls. 

 Too few students choose a particular subject for it to be offered. 

 A particular combination of subjects becomes unavailable as a result of staffing or timetable changes. 
Every effort will, of course, be made to meet individual students' needs. 

Please refer to the SATAC guide for further information regarding entrance requirements for tertiary courses.  

Are you intending on co mpleting any VET courses in 2017 ?    Yes / No  

What course?  

Where?  

 

Career Interests  

1.  2.  3.  

 

Student’s Signature  _____         Parent/Caregiver’s Signature        
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STAGE 2  BIOLOGY 
 
Learning Area 
 

Sciences  Credits 20  
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

In Biology students learn about the cellular and overall structures and functions of a range of 
organisms.  They have the opportunity to engage with the work of biologists and to join and 
initiate debates about how biology impacts on their lives, on society, and on the environment. 
 
Students design and conduct biological investigations and gather evidence from their 
investigations.  As they explore a range of biology-related issues, students recognise that the body 
of biological knowledge is constantly changing and increasing through the applications of new 
ideas and technologies. 
 
 
 

CONTENT 
 
The Stage 2 Biology subject outline is organised around the following four themes: 
¶ Macromolecules 
¶ Cells 
¶ Organisms 
¶ Ecosystems. 
 
Each theme is divided into the following six threads: 
¶ Organisation 
¶ Selectivity 
¶ Energy Flow 
¶ Perpetuation 
¶ Evolution 
¶ Human Awareness 
 

ASSESSMENT 

 
School-based Assessment Weighting 
Investigations Folio 40% 
Skills and Applications Tasks 30% 

External Assessment  

Examination 30% 
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STAGE 2  CHILD STUDIES 
 

Learning Area Home Economics Credits 20  
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

The Stage 2 subject focuses on children’s growth and development from conception to eight years inclusive.  
Students examine attitudes and values about parenting and care-giving and gain an understanding of the 
growth and development of children. Through the study of Stage 2 Child Studies students develop a variety 
of research, management, and practical skills. 

 

 

CONTENT 
 

Students study topics within one or more of the following five areas of study: 

¶ Contemporary and Future Issues 

¶ Economic and Environmental Influences 

¶ Practical and Legal Influences 

¶ Socio-cultural Influences 

¶ Technological Influences 
 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

School-based Assessment Weighting 

Practical Activity  50% 

Group Activity  20% 

External Assessment 
 

Investigation  30% 
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STAGE 2 COMMUNITY STUDIES 
 

Learning Area Cross-disciplinary Credits  20 
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

Community Studies offers students the opportunity to learn in a community context and to interact with 
teachers, peers, and community members beyond the school environment. 
Students decide the focus of their community activity, which begins from a point of personal interest, skill, 
or knowledge.  By setting challenging and achievable goals in a community activity, students enhance their 
skills and understandings in a guided and supported learning program.  They develop their capability to 
work independently and to apply their skills and knowledge in practical ways in their community.  
 

 

 

CONTENT 
 

Students prepare a contract of work to develop a community activity from the following ten areas of study: 

¶ Arts and the Community 

¶ Business and the Community 

¶ Communication and the Community 

¶ Design, Construction, and the Community 

¶ Environment and the Community 

¶ Foods and the Community 

¶ Health, Recreation, and the Community 

¶ Science and the Community 

¶ Technology and the Community 

¶ Work and the Community. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 
School Based: 

¶ Contract of Work 

¶ Folio 

¶ Community Activity 
 
External Assessment: 

¶ Reflection 
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STAGE 2 ESSENTIAL ENGLISH 
 
Learning Area English Credits 20  

 

Overview  

Essential English is a 20-credit subject at Stage 2. 
In this subject students respond to and create texts in and for a range of personal, social, cultural, community, 
and/or workplace contexts. 
Students understand and interpret information, ideas, and perspectives in texts and consider ways in which language 
choices are used to create meaning. 
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students are expected to 
develop and demonstrate through their learning in Stage 2 Essential English. 
In this subject, students are expected to: 
 

1. Extend communication skills through reading, viewing, writing, listening, and speaking 

2. Consider and respond to information, ideas, and perspectives in texts selected from social, cultural, community, 
workplace, and/or imaginative contexts 

3. Examine the effect of language choices, conventions, and stylistic features in a range of texts for different 
audiences 

4. Analyse the role of language in supporting effective interaction 

5. Create oral, written, and multimodal texts that communicate information, ideas, and perspectives for a range of 
purposes. 

Content: 

Stage 2 Essential English is a 20-credit subject. 

The content includes: 

¶ Responding to Texts 

¶ Creating Texts 

¶ Language Study. 

Responding to Texts 

Students respond to a range of texts that instruct, engage, challenge, inform, and connect readers. They consider 
information, ideas, and perspectives represented in the chosen texts. 

Texts for this study will have a direct connection with the chosen context. Students could, for example, be involved 
in, or be a member of a: 

¶ volunteer organisation 

¶ workplace 

¶ group from a culturally and linguistically diverse background 

¶ social networking community 

¶ school-based special-interest group 

¶ group of students for whom English is a second or additional language. 

The reading of these texts clarifies and extends students’ comprehension of the processes, issues, or concerns of 
individuals or communities. 
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STAGE 2 ESSENTIAL ENGLISH CONTINUED 
 

Students may explore the different points of view presented in a text by analysing content, attitudes, stylistic features, and 
language features. Students reflect on ways in which texts may be interpreted through identifying the effect of language 
choice. 
In reflecting on, and possibly participating in, discussions and community debates, students have opportunities to develop 

understanding and appreciation of the diversity of cultures, including Indigenous cultures 

Creating Texts  

Students create procedural, imaginative, analytical, interpretive, or persuasive texts appropriate to a context. 

To create some texts it will be necessary for students to gather different points of view, for example, through interviews, 
surveys, questionnaires, and Internet resources. For these texts it will be important for students to determine the 
relevance of source material to context and topic. 

Students extend their literacy skills to equip them for work, future learning, and participation in civic life. They develop 
appropriate vocabulary and use accurate spelling, punctuation, and grammar. Students use strategies for planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading, and, where necessary, appropriate referencing. 

Hearing impaired and/or speech-impaired students can use alternative means of communication, such as signing or the 
use of appropriate technology, for the oral modes. 

Language Study 

The language study focuses on the use of language by people in a context outside of the classroom.  

Students select one of the following contexts for study: 

¶ Workplace, training or volunteering 

¶ Virtual social networking 

¶ A recreational or personal interest (e.g. sport, reading) 

¶ Educational/academic (e.g. school) 

¶ Cultural (e.g. language group, festival) 

¶ The local community 

¶ A community of interest. 

They need to consider the practical and ethical implications of communicating effectively and appropriately. 

Students consider the use of language in their chosen context, including the communication of information, ideas, and 
perspectives. Students examine ways in which language, in conjunction with, for example, ethnicity, gender identity, social 
and economic status, and age, is used to support interaction and the formation and maintenance of personal and group 
identity.  

Evidence of Learning  

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 Essential English: 

School Assessment (70%) 
¶ Assessment Type 1: Responding to Texts (30%) 
¶ Assessment Type 2: Creating Texts (40%) 

External Assessment (30%) 
¶ Assessment Type 3: Language Study (30%) 

 
Students provide evidence of their learning through seven assessments, including the external assessment component. 
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STAGE 2 ENGLISH 
 
 
Overview  

English is a 20-credit subject at Stage 2. 

In English students analyse the interrelationship of author, text, and audience, with an emphasis on how language 
and stylistic features shape ideas and perspectives in a range of contexts. They consider social, cultural, economic, 
historical, and/or political perspectives in texts and their representation of human experience and the world. 

Students explore how the purpose of a text is achieved through application of text conventions and stylistic 
choices to position the audience to respond to ideas and perspectives. An understanding of purpose, audience, 
ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÉÓ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ Ï×Î ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÖÅȟ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÉÖÅȟ ÁÎÁÌÙÔÉÃÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÕÁÓÉÖÅ ÔÅØÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
may be written, oral, and/or multimodal. 

Students have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and those of other people by responding to 
aesthetic and cultural aspects of texts from the contemporary world, from the past, and from Australian and other 
cultures. 

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students are expected to 
develop and demonstrate through their learning in Stage 2 English. 

 

In this subject, students are expected to: 

1. Analyse the relationship between purpose, context, and audience in a range of texts 

2. Evaluate how language and stylistic features and conventions are used to represent ideas, perspectives, and 
aspects of culture in texts 

3. !ÎÁÌÙÓÅ ÈÏ× ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÔÅØÔÓ ÓÈÁÐÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

4. Create and evaluate oral, written, and multimodal texts in a range of modes and styles 

5. Analyse the similarities and differences when comparing texts 

6. Apply clear and accurate communication skills. 

 

 
Content:  

Stage 2 English is a 20-credit subject. 

The content includes: 

¶ Responding to Texts 

¶ Creating Texts. 

Responding to Texts 

Students demonstrate a critical understanding of the language features, stylistic features, and conventions of 
particular text types and identify the ideas and perspectives conveyed by texts. This includes how language 
conventions influence interpretations of texts, and how omissions and emphases influence the reading and 
meaning of a text. Students reflect on the purpose of the text and the audience for whom it was produced. 

The evaluation of the different ideas, perspectives, and/or aspects of culture represented in texts is achieved 
through the analysis of purpose, context, and language features through, for example, comparing a feature article 
or the reporting of current events from different newspapers in diverse cultural communities. Students may also 
evaluate the use of language features to create meaning, and consider how their own perspectives might influence 
their responses. 
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Creating Texts  

 

 

Students create a range of texts for a variety of purposes. By experimenting with innovative and imaginative 
language features, stylistic features, and text conventions, students develop their personal voice and perspectives. 
They demonstrate their ability to synthesise ideas and opinions, and develop complex arguments. 

Accurate spelling, punctuation, syntax, and use of conventions should be evident across the range of created texts. 
Students benefit from modelling their own texts on examples of good practice in the same text type. In creating 
texts students extend their skills in self-editing and drafting. 

 

 

Evidence of Learning  

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 English: 

School Assessment (70%) 

¶ Assessment Type 1: Responding to Texts (30%) 

¶ Assessment Type 2: Creating Texts (40%) 

External Assessment (30%) 

¶ Assessment Type 3: Comparative Analysis (30%). 

For a 20-credit subject, students should provide evidence of their learning through eight assessments, including 
the external assessment component. 
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OVERVIEW 
 

Stage 2 General Mathematics enables students to appreciate experience and understand mathematics as a 
growing body of knowledge in contemporary situations. It gives relevance and meaning to their world and 
the world of enterprise. The subject provides opportunities for students to experience and learn the 
mathematical processes associated with investigating, modelling and solving problems drawn from real or 
realistic contexts. 
 

 

CONTENT 
 

For a 20-credit subject, students study four of the topics listed below (two topics in each semester) 

Á Topic 1: Applied Geometry 

Á Topic 2: Investment and Loans 

Á Topic 3: Mathematics and Small Business 

Á Topic 4: Matrices 

Á Topic 5: Optimisation 

Á Topic 6: Share Investments 

Á Topic 7: Statistics and Working with Data. 
 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

School-based Assessment Weighting 

Skills and Applications Tasks 30% 

Folio 40% 

External Assessment 
 

Examination 30% 

 

  

                   STAGE 2  GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
Learning Area Mathematics Credits 20  
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STAGE 2 ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 

Learning area  Mathematics     Credits 20 

Stage 2 Essential Mathematics will be taught for the first time in 2017. 

Essential Mathematics offers senior secondary students the opportunity to extend their mathematical skills 
in ways that apply to practical problem-solving in everyday and workplace contexts. Students apply their 
mathematics to diverse settings, including everyday calculations, financial management, business 
applications, measurement and geometry, and statistics in social contexts. 

In Essential Mathematics there is an emphasis on developing students’ computational skills and expanding 
their ability to apply their mathematical skills in flexible and resourceful ways. 

This subject is intended for students planning to pursue a career in a range of trades or vocations. 

Students who complete this subject with a C– or better will meet the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

School-based Assessment  

Skills and application tasks 30% 
Folio 40%  
External Assessment  
Examination 30% 

 

Content 

Topic One: Scales, Plans and Models     Topic Four: Statistics 

Topic Two: Measurement       Topic Five: Investments and Loans 

Topic Three: Business Applications 
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STAGE 2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Learning Area Health & Physical Education Credits 20  
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

In Physical Education students gain an understanding of human functioning and physical activity, and an 
awareness of the community structures and practices that influence participation in physical activity.  
Students explore their own physical capacities and analyse performance, health, and lifestyle issues.  They 
develop skills in communication, investigation, and the ability to apply knowledge to practical situations. 

 

CONTENT 
 

Stage 2 Physical Education consists of two key areas of study and related key concepts: 
Practical Skills and Applications 

Students complete three practical’s that are balanced across a range of individual, fitness, team, 
racket, aquatic, and outdoor activities and that cater for the different skills, interests of the 
students 
 

Principles and Issues (consists of the following three topics) 

¶ Exercise Physiology and Physical Activity 

¶ The Acquisition of Skills and the Biomechanics of Movement 

¶ Issues Analysis 

Topics include: 

¶ Exercise Physiology and Physical Activity 

¶ The Acquisition of Skills and the Biomechanics of Movement 

¶ Issues Analysis 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

School-based Assessment Weighting 

Practical 50% 

Folio 20% 

External Assessment 
 

Examination 30% 
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STAGE 2 RESEARCH PROJECT 
 

Learning Area Cross-disciplinary Credits 10  

 

 

This is a compulsory subject and students need to achieve a ‘C’ or better to fulfil the requirements of SACE.   
 

OVERVIEW 
 

Students choose a topic to research that is based on an area of interest, and a prescribed SACE capability. 

The SACE capabilities are communication, citizenship, personal development and work. 

They use the research framework as a guide to developing their project. 

Students also evaluate the research processes they have used throughout the project. 

 

CONTENT 
 

Students enrol in either Research Project A or B, depending on their intended pathway. These enrolment 
options vary only in how students present the external assessment. 

Research Project A 

Summary 
150–200 word written summary or oral/visual 
presentation detailing the research project, 
processes used, and outcome. 
 
External Assessment 
A choice of written (1500 words), oral, and/or 
multimodal (10 minutes maximum)  

 
Does not contribute to the Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR). 

 Research Project B 

Summary 
150–200 word written summary detailing 
the research project, processes used, and 
outcome. 
 
External Assessment 
A common, written external assessment of 
1500 words maximum  

 
Contributes to the Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR) 

 

ASSESSMENT 

School-based assessment: 1. Folio (preliminary ideas and research proposal, research 
development, and discussion:   (40%) 

2. Research outcome   (30%) 

External assessment: 3. Evaluation (30%) 
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YEAR 12 SUBJECT SELECTION FOR SACE SELECTION SCORE 

All Year 11 students must bring this form to their Counselling Session  

Student’s Name  HG Teacher  

    

Interview Date & Time  Course Counsellor  

2017 Subject Selection 

 

Subject 1: 

(TAS) 

20 Credits 

Subject 2: 

(TAS) 

20 Credits 

Subject 3 

(SACE approved) 

 

20 Credits 

Subject 4 20 Credits 

Subject 5 

Research Project 

10 Credits 

*Please note that it may be necessary to re-counsel a student where: 

 A student's level of achievement in a subject falls. 
 Too few students choose a particular subject for it to be offered. 
 A particular combination of subjects becomes unavailable as a result of staffing or timetable 

changes. 
Every effort will, of course, be made to meet individual students' needs. 

Please refer to the SATAC guide for further information regarding entr ance requirements for tertiary 

courses. 

Are you intending on co mpleting any VET courses in  2017 ?    Yes / No  

What course?  

Where?  

Career Interests  

1.  2.  3.  

 

Student’s Signature      _____              Parent/Caregiver’s Signature     
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YEAR 12 SUBJECT SELECTION FOR UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE  

All Year 11 students must bring this form to their Counselling Session  

Student’s Name  HG Teacher  

    

Interview Date & Time  Course Counsellor  

 

2017 Subject Selection  
 
Subject 1: 

(TAS) 

20 Credits 

Subject 2: 

(TAS) 

20 Credits 

Subject 3 

(TAS) 

20 Credits 

Subject 4 20 Credits 

Subject 5 

Research Project 

10 Credits 

*Please note that it may be necessary to re-counsel a student where: 

 A student's level of achievement in a subject falls. 
 Too few students choose a particular subject for it to be offered. 
 A particular combination of subjects becomes unavailable as a result of staffing or timetable 

changes. 
Every effort will, of course, be made to meet individual students' needs. 

Please refer to the SATAC guide for  further information regarding entrance requirements for tertiary courses.  

Are you intending on co mpleting any VET courses in 2017 ?    Yes / No  

What course?  

 

Student’s Signature ________        Parent/Caregiver’s Signature         


